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Program planning for the local vocational agriculturedepartment
requires inputs from severalsources within the local school commu-
nity. Advisorycouncils, school and community surveys, and past
experiences provide data which the local agriculture instructor can

use in planning local programs. The organization and implementa -

tion of this data is the direct responsibility of the local vocational

agriculture programs. A problem which presents itself as a result

of this difficulty is determining how to allot what teacher time is a-

vailable. Teachers differ in their assignment of the amount of time :

to be allocated to various segments of the vocational agriculture pro-
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gram. The problem identified for study was to determine the asso-
ciation of teachers' perceptions of time to be allocated tothe various
~ segments of the program and todetermine if the various segments of

the agriculture program are perceived to be needed. This problem
may be expressed in question form as: What are teachers' percep-
tions concerning the various segmezants of the agricultural program
when these perceptions are based on: (a) the amount of time avail-
able; and (b) the need to include the activity in the program.

A research project was conducted in Missouri which sought to
provide evidence for answering the abuve question. A survey instru-
ment was developed to determine the time available and time needed
for vocational agriculture program activities as perceived by teach-
ers of agriculture in Missouri. A sample of forty teachers was se-
lected at random from the list of teachers employed in single teach-
er departments in Missouri in 1971-72. The chi square statistic and
percentages were used to analyze and present thedata. The agricul-
tural program activities studied were instruction and summer pro-
grams,

Vocational Agriculture Instruction

Vocational agriculture instructional activities were divided into
four parts: (l) production agriculture; (2) agricultural mechanics;
(3) agri-sales and services; and (4) horticulture. The first analysis
was to ask the teachers to respond as to whether each of these four
areas were needed or not needed. Also, they were asked if there
was adequate time available to conduct these segments of the instruc-
tional program.

A second analysis was made within each subdivision of the above
instructional areas. A series of questions were asked concerning
each instructional area. The questions were relatedtoclass prepa-
rations, class presentations, field trips, and maintaining files and
equipment. The same dichotomy of adequate or inadequate time a-
vailable and needed or not needed were asked.

A significant value was reported for the instructionalarea at both
the adequate-not adequate, and the needed-not needed dichotomy.
The explanation of the lack of association can be explained by exam-
ining the responses in each of the four previously mentioned subdivi-
sions as reported in Table 1. Eighty-six percent of the teachers per-
ceived adequate time to be available for production agriculture while
only eight percent perceived adequate time to be available for horti-
culture. Likewise, a significant chi square value was reported for
instruction in the needed-not needed dichotomy. Sixty-seven per-
cent of the teachers reported that horticulture programs were not
needed in their schools, o

8



12ART 10° 3® juedyyTuldys

€

199 G60° uwuucmowwwuwwmw

sasuodsax 13yoeady onhouoz oaoaaﬁ

00°0 21179 r/ L9 Y4 8 2IN3[NI13I0H °@

00°0 98"y r4 L1 A/l A/ S3J2TAIdS pue sa[®S-TI8y °)

00°0 18°S - € 11 L1 | . 4 SOTUBYII| aan3[no1aly g

00°0 glL 1€ s 0 91 98 2IN3INdTa8y uorlonporg vy
¢SS '8y ST € uoF3IINIISUT

POpo9N 3JON o3enbapy "d"d PopaaN ION o3enbapy JON o3enbopy
T4 Yo Juadaag Juadx9g jJuadaayg

WVEO0Nd TVINITINOTYOV THL OL QIALVOOTIV AWIL
OL {SASNOJSTY WAHOVAL ONOWV NOLLVIDOSSY FHL

T T19VL

P



Agriculture sales and services contributed to the significant chi
square values in the instructional analysis. Forty-two percent of
the teachers perceived adequate time available for agriculture sales
and service, 42 per cent perceived inadequate time available and 17
percent perceived agriculture sales and services to be not needed.
Seventy-two percent of the teachers perceived that adequate time was
available for mechanics while 11 per cent perceived thatagricultural
mechanics was not needed.

Six questions were asked concerning time perception for agri-
cultural production. An examination of these factors as reported in
Table 2 revealed that 50 percent of the teachers felt that adequate
time was not available to arrange field trips and conduct class labo-
ratories or to maintain files of instructional materials, Seventy-
eight percent reported adequate time was available for class presen-
tations, and 89 percent reported adequate time available ‘for class

preparation.

Four questions were asked inthe agricultural mechanics section.
Seventy-three percent of the teachers felt they had adequate time for
class preparation, 61 percent felt there was adequate time for devel-
opment of skills, 58 percent felt time was adequate for maintaining
agricultural mechanics files and 47 percent felt time was adequate
for the maintenance of equipment and facilities. Only 11 percent felt
that each of these four items were not needed.

Examination of the three questions concerning agri-sales and
services revealed that 42 percent of the teachers felt they did not
have adequate time available for class presentation. Also, 36 per-
cent felt they had inadequate time available for preparation if class-
es were offered.

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

The teachers were asked a series of questions relating to the.
summer program of activities. All but one teacher felt that all of
the activities inthe summer program were needed. Table 3 report-
ed each of the activities of the summer program of activities,

Occupational Experience
Eighty-one percent of the teachers felt that they have adequate
time to conduct occupational experience programs during the summer.

Nineteen percent felt there was not adequate time available.
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TABLE 2

TEACHER PERCEPTIONS OF TIME AVAILABLE FOR
SELECTED INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Percent Percent Percent
Item N__Adequate Not Adequate Not Needed
I. Instruction
A. Production Agriculture - 36 86.1 13.9 . 0.0
1. Actual class prepa- .
ration 36 77.8 22.2 0.0
2. Class and shop pre-
sentations 36 88.9 11.1 0.0
3. Maintaining an up-to-
date file of instruc-
tional materials 36 50.0 50.0 0.0
4. Arranging field trips 36 47.2 52.8 0.0
S. Preparation of bulle-
tin boards and other
educational displays 36 50.0 50.0 0.0
6. Lab(Soil testing,etc.)36 27.7 ' 61.1 11.1
B. Agricultural Mechanics
(for other than produc-
tion students) 36 72.2 16.7 11.1
1, Actual preparation
for class 36 72.2 16.7 11.1
2. Time allocation for
mechanics instruction
and development of
skills 36 61.1 27.8 11.1

3. Maintaining an agri-
culture mechanics file
including shop plans 36 58.3 30.5 11.1
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TABIE 2 (continued)

Percent Percent Percent
Item N Adequate Not Adequate Not Needed
4. Maintenance of agri-
cultural mechanics
facilities and equip-
ment 36 47.2 47.7 11.1
C. Agri-Sales and Services 36 41.7 41.7 | 16.7
1. Actual class prepa-
ration 36 44.4 36.1 19.4
2. Class presentations 36 38.9 41.7 19.4
3. Lab-including field
trips 36 22.2 58.3 19.4
D. Horticulture 36 8.3 27.8 63.9
1. Actual class prepa-
ration . 36 8.3 25.0 66.7 .
2, Class presentations 36 13.9 19.4 66.7
3. lab-including field
trips 36 0.0 . 33.3 66.7
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Planning Courses

Eighty-six percent of the teachers felt that there was adequafe
time available for planning courses; and 14 parcent reported that
there was inadequate time available,

Organizing Teaching Materials

Eighty-one percent felt that there was adequate time to organize
their teaching materials; 19 percent felt there was not adequate time
available,

FFA Leadership Activities

Ninety—fwo percent of the teachers felt that there was adequate
time available for FFA leadership training activities; eight percent
felt there was not adequate time available.

Professional

Ninety percent of the teachers felt that there was adequate time
available for professional activities; eight percent felt there was in-
adequate time available.

Fair and Shows

Seventy-eight percent of the teachers felt there was adequate time
forfairs and shows; 17 percent felt there was notadequate time avail-
able.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Vocationalagriculture program planning requires the analyzation
of data from several sources. One such source is the perceptions -
of vocationalagriculture instructors who work with thedifferent seg-
ments of the vocational agriculture program. This study sought to
collect data related to teacher perceptions of the agricultural pro-
gram,

A mailed form was utilized to obtain teacher perceptions con-
cerning the program. Forty teachers were surveyed, with 36 usable
respondents., These teachers were asked questions to determine if
certain segments of the program were needed or not needed; and, if
needed, was there adequate time to conduct the activity,
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Two activities of the agricultural program were studied: instruc-
tion and summer programs. Tablesl and 2 presented summaries of
the teachers responses concerning these areas,

All the respondents perceived that instruction in production agri-
culture is needed. However, additional time and/or personnel are
needed to expand program offerings to include agricultural sales and
services and horticulture. We would conclude that time available is
a limiting factor in the expansion of offerings inaone teacher pro-

gram.,

The activities of the summer program were felt to be needed by
the teachers. Seventy-eightpercent or more felt that there was ade-
quate time to conduct these activities. While the summer activities
were perceived important and time not adequate for some activities,
we would conclude that available time is not a limiting factor in con-
ducting a summer program when teachers are employed on a 12-
month basis,
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