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The ranks and means for the abilities, "attain a higher FFA
degree" and "meet vo-ag teacher's requirements," should be noted.
The means for both were above mid-point on a seventeen-point
scale, indicating that the respondents thought their SOE was
important in attaining FFA degrees and in meeting teacher require
ments. However, this was not the case with the ability, "pass the
vo-ag course," which had a rank of 22 and a mean of 8.44. A rela
tively low rating was also observed for the importance of SOE
program records in earning FFA proficiency awards.

The relatively high mean value (10.63) for ability ranked
sixth (Table 1) suggests that SOE program records help students
appreciate the value of records. This behavior in the affective
domain was ranked just under behaviors in the cognitive domain
that pertained to keeping and using records.

There were significant differences among freshmen, sophomores,
juniors, and seniors on the perceived importance of SOE program
record keeping in developing only six of the 27 abilities. For
five abilities where significant differences were found, the means
were significantly higher for freshmen than for sophomores, juniors,
and/or seniors. These abilities were: determine profit or loss,
maintain up-to-date records, maintain accurate records, make manage
ment decisions, and pass the vocational agriculture course. These
findings suggest that as former vocational agriculture students
advance in their college studies, they place less importance on
their SOE program records as a means for developing some abilities.
The mean for seniors was significantly higher than the mean for
sophomores for "goals for productive enterprise."

There was similarity among the four groups in the record
keeping abilities with the highest means. Tha five abilities
rated the highest by freshmen were: determine profit or loss,
maintain up-to-date records, maintain accurate records, keep use
ful records, and appreciate the value of records. It should be
noted that all five of these abilities pertain to record keeping
procedures and attitudes toward records.

The five record keeping abilities with the highest means for
the sophomore group were: analyze crop production costs, deter
mine profit or loss, appreciate the value of records, maintain
up-to-date records, and keep useful records. The five abilities
receiving the highest ratings by junior students were: determine
profit or loss, analyze livestock production costs, keep useful
records, appreciate the value of records, and maintain up-to-date
records. The seniors placed the highest ratings on: determine
profit or loss, analyze livestock production costs, keep useful
records, appreciate the value of records, and maintain accurate
records.
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