Submission Template for the Journal of Agricultural Education
	This template is provided to assist you in preparing your manuscript for submission. It closely follows the journal’s formatting requirements; please consult the Submission Guidelines for complete instructions. To use the template, replace all blue text with your content in black font. Do not edit the header or footer.

Keywords
	Note: You will enter keywords during the PKP submission process. They are not included in the manuscript document itself.

	Keywords are essential for increasing the visibility of your research to readers and indexing services. They should accurately represent your manuscript’s main topics, methods, and contexts to ensure your work appears in relevant searches and databases. Consider these suggestions to select effective keywords:

1. Identify terms that best capture your study’s focus, methodology, context, and population. Include both specific and broad terms.
2. Select keywords and phrases that potential readers or researchers are likely to use when searching in databases or search engines.
3. Use web tools, such as Google Trends, to find related queries and topics. These tools can help you discover widely used keywords relevant to your research, which can improve your work’s visibility and accessibility.

[Title of Your Manuscript Here]
	A manuscript title is often the first—and sometimes only—part of your work that readers encounter. A well-crafted title attracts attention, provides clarity, and ensures your research reaches the appropriate audience. Update the bracketed text with the actual title of your manuscript, capitalizing major words. To create an effective research manuscript title, consider these suggestions:

1. Clearly state the subject or topic of your study, specifying the method, design, or approach used, as well as any relevant context (such as location, timeframe, or population). If your manuscript is a review, meta-analysis, case study, or another specific format, indicate this in the title.
2. Keep the title concise, ideally under 15 words.
3. Use clear and descriptive language that can be easily understood by non-specialists.
4. Incorporate essential keywords that are likely to be used in online searches.

Abstract

The abstract is a concise summary of your manuscript, providing readers with a snapshot of your study’s significance and main findings. Consider the following steps to write an effective abstract: 
(Note: This paragraph is formatted with italicized text, left-aligned, with no indentation at the beginning of the first line, as appropriate for this section.)

1. Clearly state the purpose of your research.
2. Briefly describe the study’s context and explain the study’s importance.
3. Summarize the research design, including key methods such as sampling, data collection (e.g., surveys, interviews, experiments), and instruments used.
4. Highlight the most important and relevant results.
5. Present concrete implications and recommendations based on your findings.
6. Avoid using abbreviations, citations, or unnecessary details that are not essential for a summary.
7. Stay within the word limit (do not exceed 250 words) and italicize the abstract text. The abstract should be a single left-aligned paragraph with no indentation at the beginning of the first line.
8. Ensure your abstract can stand alone, allowing readers to understand the value of your study without needing to read the full manuscript.

Introduction

	The introduction sets the stage for your manuscript by providing essential background, defining the research problem, and establishing the significance of your study. Consider the following steps to draft a compelling introduction:

1. Start with a concise overview of the broader topic or issue, explaining its importance to researchers, practitioners, or society as a whole.
2. Reference both landmark and recent studies from your specific discipline, as well as broader or related "parent" disciplines, to demonstrate your familiarity with the literature and highlight current trends.
3. Clearly define the specific problem your study addresses (e.g., a gap in existing research, conflicting findings, or underrepresented populations).
4. Briefly discuss your research's potential impact and significance, outlining how your study contributes to the field or addresses an important issue.

Conceptual and/or Theoretical Framework

	A well-developed conceptual or theoretical framework grounds your research in established scholarship and clarifies the foundation for your study. This section should demonstrate how your work is informed by, builds upon, or challenges existing theories and concepts. To construct an effective framework section, consider the following steps:

1. Indicate whether your study uses a conceptual framework (a set of concepts supporting your research), a theoretical framework (specific theories guiding your study), or both. Adjust the section title to reflect your approach.
2. Identify and describe the theories or concepts guiding your research, citing original and authoritative sources. If you integrate multiple frameworks, explain how they relate to or interact with each other.
3. Provide a rationale for choosing this specific framework or combination, explaining its relevance to your study.
4. Discuss how the framework informs your research design, including the approaches to data collection, analysis, and interpretation.
5. Include a diagram or figure to visually represent your conceptual or theoretical framework.

Purpose and Research Objectives

	The purpose and research objectives section defines the intent and scope of your study. Clearly articulating your study’s purpose and objectives allows readers to quickly grasp what your research addresses and the specific questions you aim to answer. To develop an effective purpose and research objectives section, consider these steps:

1. Provide a concise statement summarizing the overall aim or intent of your research. Use clear and focused language (e.g., "The purpose of this study was to…").
2. Ensure terminology is consistent with your conceptual/theoretical framework and methodological approach.
3. Keep the section brief: typically, include one concise paragraph for the purpose statement, followed by a list of research objectives or questions. Create lists using the “Bullets” or “Numbering” function.

Methodology

	The methodology section explains how your study was conducted, enabling readers to assess its validity and providing enough detail for others to replicate or build on your work. This section should be clear, precise, transparent, and allow readers to understand and evaluate your research process. To develop an effective methodology section, consider the following steps:

1. Briefly describe your overall research design (e.g., qualitative, quantitative, mixed-methods, experimental, survey, case study) and explain why this design is appropriate for your study.
2. Define the population under study.
3. Explain your sampling strategy (e.g., random, purposive, convenience), stating the sample size and relevant characteristics (such as demographics, number of participants, and location). Include details about recruitment procedures and any inclusion or exclusion criteria.
4. Outline the data collection methods (e.g., surveys, interviews, observations, experiments). Specify when data were collected and describe the materials or instruments used, including information about their development, pretesting, and measures of reliability/validity or rigor/trustworthiness information. Reference published procedures or instruments when appropriate and provide citations.
5. Describe how you analyzed the data, including any statistical procedures or qualitative analytic approaches (e.g., thematic analysis, t-tests, regression). List the software or tools used (e.g., SPSS, NVivo, R).
6. Indicate any approval from an Institutional Review Board (IRB) or ethics committee.

Findings

	The findings section presents the results of your study in a clear, organized, and objective manner, without interpretation or extended discussion. This section should focus on directly addressing your research objectives or questions. To develop a compelling findings section, consider these suggestions:

1. Structure the section to follow the order of your stated research objectives or questions, ensuring logical flow and clarity.
2. Present outcomes directly, without interpretation or speculation. For quantitative data, include relevant statistics and provide effect sizes when reporting statistical significance. Present key themes and illustrate major findings with representative quotes or examples for qualitative data.
3. Present complex data using tables or figures for enhanced clarity and emphasis. Each table or figure should be self-explanatory, accurately labeled, and referenced in the text (see APA). Place tables and figures close to the relevant text and create tables using the “Table” function.
4. Include both expected and unexpected results that are relevant to your objectives. Briefly mention any non-significant findings, if applicable.

Conclusions, Discussions, Recommendations

	The conclusions, discussions, and recommendations section interprets your findings, explains their significance, and offers practical or theoretical suggestions for future action or study. This section demonstrates the value and implications of your research. Consider these steps to create a robust and impactful section:

1. Explain what your results mean in the context of your study and relate them to the broader literature.
2. Compare and contrast your findings with those of prior studies, discussing points of agreement and contradiction, and providing possible explanations for any differences.
3. Identify the main strengths and limitations of your study.
4. Present concise conclusions that are directly based on your findings and their interpretation.
5. Discuss how your study advances understanding in the field.
6. Offer recommendations based on your findings for:
a. Practice or policy—suggesting actionable steps or changes for educators, institutions, policymakers, or practitioners, and
b. Future research—suggesting areas for further investigation, new research questions, or methodological improvements.
7. End with a brief and compelling statement summarizing your study’s contribution and potential impact on the field.

References

The references section lists all sources cited in your manuscript, enabling readers to locate and verify your sources. Accuracy and adherence to the journal’s citation style are essential. To prepare a comprehensive references section, consider these steps: (Note: This paragraph is formatted with a ½ inch hanging indent, as appropriate for this section.)

1. Follow the citation guidelines of the Seventh Edition of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA7).
2. Apply a ½-inch hanging indent to the entire reference list, which keeps the first line of each reference flush left and indents any subsequent lines ½ inch.
3. For each reference that has a DOI, include it as an active hyperlink. Format the DOI as https://doi.org/xxxxx.
4. Carefully cross-check your manuscript to ensure that every in-text citation is included in the references section, and that every reference is cited in the text.
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